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 Leadership Meeting 

Oct. 8, Acheson 

N. L. S. Central Region 
Oct. 14-16, Cincinnati 

Fall Fellowship 
Oct. 21-23, STSR 

Membership Meeting 
Nov. 12, STSR 

Leadership Meeting 
Dec. 10, Acheson 

Lodge Banquet 
January 7, 2012     

 

 

Fall  2011 

Chickagami Lodge 180 
Blue Water Council  

 

T HE  Standing Brave  

 

Matt Allen  
Lodge Chief 

 Our second annual Fall Fellowship in over ten years will be taking 

place this fall. Come out and have some fun. There will be no work but lots 

of fun. I look forward to seeing everybody at Fall Fellowship. Those who 

attend will receive a vintage 2011 Fall Fellowship patch. Also I encourage 

each arrowmen of Chickagami to get more involved. Join ceremonies, help 

work in the Trading Post, write articles for the Standing Brave, and join the 

History or Camp Promotions Committee. Talk to me or the Vice Chiefs to 

get more involved. 

 This past summer I had the opportunity to attend SummitCorps. It 

was a great time, arrowmen gathered from around the nation to build 

mountain bike trails in the National Park adjacent to The Summit. 

Arrowmen also had the opportunity to go white water rafting, rock 

climbing, or a canopy zip line tour. The next national event will be NOAC 

2012 at MSU. NOAC will be another great national event. I personally got 

the chance to attend NOAC 2009 and donôt regret it. I participated in 1,000 

men per side dodgeball, attended training, and traded patches. NOAC 2012 

will be an awesome event so start planning on attending.  

  Finally, I would like to congratulate and welcome all of our new 

ordeal and brotherhood, members as of this weekend. Great work! I will see 

you at the Fall Fellowship! 
  

  

  

1941 70 Years of Service  2011 

      Lodge Chief: Matthew Allen 
allen.matt.12@gmail.com    

     Secretary: Caleb Gordon 

caleblgordon @gmail.com     

  Membership: Andre Wassenberg 

andretherussian@gmail.com  

Ceremonies: Bruce Bianchi 

brcbianchi@yahoo.com   

Treasurer: Blake Gordon 

intlgordon@juno.com  

Service: Ricky Strable 

rickystrable@hughes.net    

     Vigil/Awards: Ian Boden 

leafpool8@yahoo.com   
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A T C AMP WITH  
R ANGER J ERRY  

 I would like to take a quick moment to 

thank our entire brotherhood of arrowmen and 

women for all the support you have given camp this past year. As the 

summer is winding down and the Scouting year is beginning its ramp 

up I want to reflect for a minute on the items we accomplished this 

past year. We had a remarkable spring conclave immediately followed 

by a section conclave. It was great to see all of you there, trading 

patches, being trained, and we had a great staff that made it one of the 

best events to date. The upcoming events we have this fall will be just 

as successful as our springtime events. 

 We have completed several projects including the council ring 

seating area. Our major project for the year will be the Chapel. Chief 

Allen has done an exceptional job taking on the responsibility for this 

extensive task. 

 I also want to mention two other items. As Brothers in our 

Order we have an opportunity to duel register with OA Crew #277. As 

a Crewmember we will have a lot more opportunities to do other 

activities in our Council as well as the surrounding areas. There is no 

cost to dual register. The first upcoming event is the Venture Out 

Weekend ñSilver Trails Top Shotò. As a Crewmember you can shoot 

a larger variety of firearms including semi-automatics and handguns. 

The second is fall fellowship. This event is just as it sounds. Itôs all 

about camaraderie and getting to know our Order and our fellow 

members better. There is NO work scheduled for this weekend. I hope 

to see you guys there! 

 Yours in Brotherhood, 

 Ranger Deeg 

 Chickagami Lodge Staff Advisor 

 Silver Trails Scout Reservation Ranger 
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Vice Chief &  

Committee Reports  
 

Ceremonies: Bruce Bianchi  

We are working on new boots 

for ceremony regalia, Thanks 

to a donation of leather from 

Mr. Smith. At the Leadership 

Meeting in August, a new Pre -

Ordeal site was sought out. The 

new site will allow  principle 

ceremony members to arrive 

via canoe.  

Treasurer: Blake Gordon   

Letters have been sent out for 

those who have not paid their  

dues. In July we gained some 

money in our general and 

dues, and kept a fairly steady 

balance in our conclave funds. 

In July we lost a considerable 

amount of money in our 

general fund, but the rest of 

our funds stayed the same. We 

have also authorized funds for 

lodge polo shirts, mugs, and 

hiking medallions.  We have 

been reimbursed with funds 

from Section Conclave.  

Service:  Ricky Strable  

Possible ideas for a service 

grant from national include 

building a new pole barn, and 

buying rifles. Conclave 

Service Projects included 

finishing seating at the chapel 

along with other areas of 

service at Silver Trails.  

The Standing Brave    

Editor: Caleb Gordon  caleblgordon@gmail.com  

Chickagami  Lodge 180, Blue Water Council  

924 7th Street    

Port Huron, Michigan 48060  

(810) 982-9529 

 



 

 

Get Your Lodge Gear Here!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Official Lodge Polo Shirts  

      

  

 

 

 

 

 

Wear them at the trading post, at conclaves, 

and whenever you need to dress to impress !  

 Small -XL: $20     2XL-5XL: $25 

 Optional Name: $7  

Place your order at the Council Office . 

Chickagami Coffee  Mugs  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A traditional style coffee mug with a 

new lodge design.   

$10 Each 

Will be sold at the Trading Post  

Walking  Stick  Medallions  

The lodge is selling Blue Water Council and Silver Trails Hiking Medallions for walking 

sticks at $8 each. Available at the Trading Post.  
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The New River Experience 
Alex Allen 
Immediate Past Section & Lodge Chief 

 Brothers, 

 The Order of the Arrow has had a long-standing tradition of service which 

continued this summer in West Virginia with SummitCorps. For those of you who 

were not able to participate in SummitCorps, it was truly an amazing experience. As a 

member of the Instructor Corps, I was responsible for being in West Virginia for 

seven weeks. For three weeks the I-Corps was trained by representatives from the 

International Mountain Bicycling Association on how to build ñSweet Singletrack,ò as 

well as being certified in Wilderness First Aid by the National Park Service. We lived 

in three army tents for the duration of the event and spent most of our time on the trail 

or sleeping. Having spent 30 days building trail this summer, I can still 100% 

guarantee you that service is different than ówork. ô  

 The Order of the Arrow provides every arrowman under the age of 21 a unique chance to experience 

High Adventure. Signing up for OA High Adventure at Philmont (Trail Crew) or Northern Tier (Wilderness 

Voyage or Canadian Odyssey) involves one week of service on the trails or portages followed by a week-long 

trip planned by your crew with input from your Foreman. These programs are also offered at a reduced rate, 

normally $200. Many of the staff at these events were once reluctant arrowmen like 

yourself, they attended the program and loved it so much they have returned 

every year. If you have ever thought about attending Philmont, Northern Tier, 

or a national OA High Adventure program in general then you should seriously 

consider attending next summer, applications can be found online at www.oa-

bsa.org. If you have any questions about National Order of the Arrow Events, 

such as; NOAC (National Order of the Arrow Conference), OA High 

Adventure, Section Conclave, or NLS (National Leadership Seminar) then 

please feel free to contact me, the Lodge Chief (Matt Allen) or any other youth 

in a Lodge Leadership position.  

  WWW, 

   Alex Allen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trading Post  
We are looking for Arrowmen to help run the Trading 

Post during council events,  

archery shoots, and on weekends!!  

If you are interested contact Chief Matt Allen. 

Pay for NOAC by working the Trading Post! 
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 GET TRAINED:  

The Art of Leadership  

Andre Wassenberg 
Membership Vice Chief 

Leadership- many people question what leadership really is. Is one born being a leader, or do 

they develop these attributes through experience and training? A quote spoken from John D. 

Rockefeller states, ñGood leadership consists of showing average people how to do the work of 

superior people.ò This applies to the O.A. because the O.A. and Boy Scouts have many leadership 

training opportunities. It might sound boring, the repetition of leadership, but many adults pay 

thousands of dollars to do what you yourself can do at a greatly reduced price. Some of the many 

leadership training opportunities are NYLT (National Youth Leadership Training), NAYLE (National 

Advanced Youth Leadership Experience), NLS (National Leadership Seminar), and NLATS (National 

Lodge Advisor Training Seminar). I myself have gone to all the leadership opportunities presented to 

me and learned many helpful tips that help in my daily life, in my troop, and in the O/A.  

For information on National Leadership Seminar, see page 7 

Yours in Brotherhood, 

Andre Wassenberg 

Chickagami Lodge History 
 and Silver Trails Museum 

Caleb Gordon 
Secretary Vice Chief 

 

Chickagami Lodge has been faithfully serving Blue Water Council for over 70 years. But where 

have we been? Where do we go in the future? Last year, the History Committee was formed to help 

reclaim our lodges' past. Currently, we have a display in the nature center at Silver Trails featuring 

lodge, scouting, council, and camp history. After completion of the new training center and office at 

Silver Trails, the former office located in the Rotary Lodge will house the new museum. So far we 

have had many generous donations to our current display, and hope to acquire more for the future. As 

the former history chairman, I have really enjoyed shaping our history and our future. If you have a 

passion for history, or just enjoy learning new things, I urge you to join the history committee or better 

yet be committee chairman. If you have questions about the committee, or are interested in the job, talk 

to myself or the lodge chief. 
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